March 5, 2008

A PROCLAMATION HONORING COM-
MANDER GRADY JAY WILLIAMS
II FOR HIS SERVICE ON BEHALF
OF NATIONAL SONS OF AMVETS

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Grady Jay Williams Il has served
as Sons of AMVETS Squadron 95 Com-
mander for two years; and

Whereas, he has held the office of 2nd Vice
Commander; and

Whereas, under his leadership Squadron 95
supported the AMVETS “Thank a Vet” pro-
gram by hosting dinners and supplying food
baskets for the needy; and

Whereas, Commander Williams set up a
budget providing the Sons of AMVETS 12th
District with the necessary funds to continue
their excellent service for veterans; and

Whereas, Grady Jay Williams Il has worked
tirelessly on behalf of veterans: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That along with his friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, | commend and thank Com-
mander Grady Jay Williams Il for his contribu-
tions to his community and country.

——

HONORING JOHNNIE CARR, A
FORCE FOR UNITY AND POSI-
TIVE CHANGE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and mourn the passing of
Johnnie Carr, a true champion for civil rights.
| am humbled and inspired by the change
Johnnie Carr was able to realize over the
course of her pioneering life. For nearly a cen-
tury, she fought for equal treatment—remain-
ing never complacent, never satisfied. She
was the childhood friend of Rosa Parks and
fought alongside her in the historic Mont-
gomery bus boycott. She succeeded Martin
Luther King, Jr. in 1967 as president of the
Montgomery Improvement Association (the
leading force behind the boycott) and she ably
served at that post until her passing earlier
this month.

But it was her dynamic message of unity—
a call to arms that appealed to everyone—that
set her apart as a one-of-a-kind healer, a ma-
triarch in a movement as relevant today as it
was then.

May we carry with us the exuberance and
energy she maintained and aspire to live up to
the ideals to which she devoted her extraor-
dinary life of activism.

HONORING JOHN HOREJSI
HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Fairfax County Federa-
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tion of Citizens Associations 2007 Fairfax
County Citizen of the Year, Mr. John Horejsi.
Throughout his career, Mr. Horejsi has dem-
onstrated selfless dedication to his community
and committed to improving the lives of those
in need. After graduating from the University
of Minnesota, he began his career as a case-
worker for the Missouri Division of Family
Services, and worked his way up to become
the Deputy Director 11 years later. In 1974,
Mr. Horejsi moved to Washington D.C., and
joined the American Public Welfare Associa-
tion as a staff associate. Four years later, he
became a program analyst at the Department
of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Office
of Family Assistance and later served as a
Program Specialist at HHS. Since retiring after
more than 40 years of dedicated service, Mr.
Horejsi has fully committed himself to working
for the Social Action Linking Together (SALT),
a faith-based advocacy network he founded.
Over the years, the SALT Network has
grown in size to over 1,000 members who ad-
vocate for social justice and fight to positively
influence local public policy on behalf of low-
income families. Since its founding, SALT has
developed bi-partisan support in Fairfax Coun-
ty and Richmond for legislation that seeks to
improve the conditions of: statewide home-
lessness, child support for low income fami-
lies, oversight of problematic nursing homes,
and taxation for food stamps. The organization
has effectively lobbied Richmond by sending
out e-mail updates and alerts about legislation,
hosting annual training conferences to educate
members, setting up meetings with state legis-
lators, and coordinating an annual advocacy
day in the capital city. Recently, Mr. Horejsi
has been utilizing the SALT network to secure
funding for childcare subsidies targeting low-
income working families in Virginia, so that
their children have access to safe and quality
childcare and parents do not leave the work-
force in order to qualify for the state benefits.
Mr. Horejsi has always been willing and
able to step forward when his fellow citizen
was in need. His work with the SALT network
has earned him the respect and support of
many citizens in the community. | could not
think of anyone more deserving of the Citizen
of the Year award. Mr. Horejsi should be
proud of his career and his accomplishments.
Madam Speaker, in closing, | would like to
commend and congratulate Mr. Horejsi on his
impressive record of service to Fairfax County
and the citizens of the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. | call upon my colleagues to join me in
honoring Mr. John Horejsi, the 2007 Fairfax
County Federation of Citizens Associations
Citizen of the Year.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE
140TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
OHIO COLLEGE ASSOCIATION

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, the Ohio College Association
celebrates its 140th anniversary with great joy;
and

Whereas, this milestone is the result of what
a hardworking people began in 1867; and

Whereas, the Ohio College Association has
unwaveringly served Ohio, its citizens, and the

E307

higher education community by promoting
higher education within the State of Ohio; and

Whereas, past accomplishments have in-
cluded defining and accrediting baccalaureate
curricula, middle school student recruitment,
joint/group purchasing, and property and cas-
ualty insurance programs; and

Whereas, the Ohio College Association
looks forward to continuing service to the citi-
zens of Ohio and its outstanding institutions of
higher education: Therefore be it

Resolved, That along with his friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, | congratulate the Ohio College
Association for its service and dedication.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Madam Speaker,
unfortunately last night, March 4, 2008, my
plane was delayed due to weather and | was
unable to cast my vote on Suspending the
Rules and passing H.R. 1143, H.R. 1311, and
H.R. 816 and wish the record to reflect my in-
tentions had | been able to vote.

Had | been present for rollcall No. 88 on
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 1143,
to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
lease certain lands in Virgin Islands National
Park, | would have voted “yea.”

Had | been present for rollcall No. 89 on
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 1311,
to direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey
the Alta-Hualapai Site to the city of Las
Vegas, Nevada, for the development of a can-
cer treatment facility, | would have voted
“yea.”

Had | been present for rollcall No. 90 on
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 816, to
provide for the release of certain land from the
Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area in the
State of Nevada and to grant a right-of-way
across the released land for the construction
and maintenance of a flood control project, |
would have voted “yea.”

————

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
ALEXIS ROLL FOR BEING NAMED
ONE OF OHIO’S TOP TWO YOUTH
VOLUNTEERS FOR 2008

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Alexis Roll is an eighth-grader at
East Muskingum Middle School; and

Whereas, she undertakes at least two com-
munity service projects each month to assist
the homeless and hungry, senior citizens, or-
phaned pets, and others in need of assist-
ance; and

Whereas, Ms. Roll is constantly looking for
needs in her community and actively filling
them; and

Whereas, as a State Honoree, Alexis will re-
ceive a $1,000 award, an engraved silver me-
dallion, and a trip to Washington, DC, for the
program’s national recognition events in May;
and
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Whereas, she has selflessly served the
needs of her community and encourages
those around her to do the same: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That along with her friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, | commend and thank Alexis
Roll for her service to Zanesville and the State
of Ohio. Congratulations to Alexis Roll on her
selection as one of the top two youth volun-
teers in Ohio for 2008.

———

LEV PONOMAREV AND THE
FUTURE OF FREEDOM IN RUSSIA

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
as President Vladimir Putin ends his presi-
dency of the Russian Federation and his
anointed successor, Dmitry Medvedev, pre-
pares to take over, | would call the attention
of my colleagues to what | consider an alarm-
ing backward step recently taken by the Krem-
lin in the area of civil liberties and freedom of
speech.

Last week, we learned that criminal charges
have been filed against human rights activist
Lev Ponomarev for allegedly slandering the
head of the Russian prison system, General
Yuri Kalinin.

Mr. Ponomarev had charged publicly that
so-called “torture camps” have been estab-
lished in certain penal colonies under General
Kalinin’s jurisdiction. If taken to court and con-
victed, Mr. Ponomarev could be fined, or even
imprisoned for as much as 3 years.

Mr. Ponomarev, the leader of the Moscow-
based organization “For Human Rights,” is a
veteran human rights campaigner, going back
to the Soviet era. He recently met with the
staff of the Helsinki Commission, of which |
am honored to serve as chairman, to share
his concerns about what he feels is a pattern
of systematic abuse and violence in Russia’s
penal system. The slander charges were filed
when he returned to Moscow.

Madam Speaker, | make no judgment about
the substance of Mr. Ponomarev’s conten-
tions. Nevertheless, | would point out that
much of what he stated has already been pub-
licized in the Russian media and by the office
of the Russian State Duma’s human rights
ombudsman. It would appear that Mr.
Ponomarev is being prosecuted not for any
genuine crimes he may have committed, but
for his prominent and long-time human rights
activity. If this is indeed the case, he joins a
growing number of Russian citizens who have
been subjected to questionable legal proce-
dures by authorities as a result of their political
activities.

Unfortunately, this situation is symbolic of
larger problems in Russia that are recounted
very well in a February 25th editorial by Wash-
ington Post columnist Jackson Diehl entitled,
“Holding Medvedev to His Words.”

| would like to submit this article for the
RECORD and | urge my colleagues to read it to
better understand the challenges faced by
Russian citizens who work for human rights
and civil society in today’s Russia.
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[From the Washington Post, Feb. 25, 2008]
HOLDING MEDVEDEV TO HIS WORDS
(By Jackson Diehl)

Dmitry Medvedev, the man Vladimir Putin
has appointed to be elected as Russia’s presi-
dent next Sunday, is so slavishly devoted to
his patron that he has begun imitating his
physical quirks. That includes ‘“‘how he lays
his hands on the table or how he stresses key
words in speeches,” not to mention walking
with ‘‘fast and abrupt steps,” according to
the Reuters journalist Oleg Shchedrov.

Medvedev presumably won’t be exercising
his power as president to dismiss the prime
minister—the position Putin is about to as-
sume—anytime soon. Yet the diminutive 42—
year-old former law professor has been mak-
ing some interesting statements the past
couple of weeks. For example: ‘“‘Russia is a
country of legal nihilism. No European coun-
try can boast such a universal disregard for
the rule of law.”

Or: ‘“Freedom is inseparable from the ac-
tual recognition by the people of the power
of law. The supremacy of the law should be-
come one of our basic values.” Or: ““One of
the key elements of our work in the next
four years will be ensuring the independence
of our legal system from the executive and
legislative branches of power.”’

It’s hard to believe that Medvedev could
mean this. After all, the man he is to suc-
ceed has, according to estimates by Russian
and Western analysts, accumulated a $40 bil-
lion fortune while in office, ranging from
shares in Russian energy companies to an
apartment in Paris. On his watch, 14 journal-
ists—almost all of them Kremlin critics—
have been murdered, but none of the killers
has been brought to justice. Relations with
Britain are icy, thanks to Putin’s refusal to
act on Scotland Yard’s case against the
former KGB agent it says poisoned a Putin
critic in London.

But criminality isn’t limited to the Krem-
lin; it may be Russia’s single greatest prob-
lem. Average citizens are frustrated by ev-
erything from the bribes necessary to obtain
simple services to the extortion practiced by
police and the susceptibility of judges to
payoffs, as well as political orders. Prom-
ising the rule of law—even if he doesn’t
apply it to Putin and his circle—may be the
juiciest pre-election promise Medvedev can
make.

In any case, his pledge was seized upon by
Lev Ponomarev, the courageous and prag-
matic leader of the Russian movement For
Human Rights, which is fighting an uphill
battle to retard the country’s return to So-
viet-style lawlessness. Ponomarev was in
Washington this month to lobby the Bush
administration and the presidential cam-
paigns; as he explained it, Russia’s presi-
dential transition offers a rare opportunity
for outsiders to press Moscow to adhere to
basic international standards.

“I don’t have any big illusions,”
Ponomarev told me. “I think Mr. Medvedev
is just another face of Mr. Putin. On the
other hand it provides an opportunity to fol-
low up on the rhetoric about the rule of law.
If Mr. Medvedev says A, maybe it is possible
to pressure him to say B. What can B be? It
can be specific steps for restoring and enforc-
ing legal norms.”’

Ponomarev said that President Bush and
his successor can start by pushing Medvedev
to stop using the law as an instrument of po-
litical repression. That would mean ending
such practices as the prosecution of liberal
academics on bogus espionage charges; the
involuntary commitment of opposition ac-
tivists to psychiatric wards, or their draft
into the military; and the campaigns against
human rights and other civil society groups
based on supposed tax violations or breaches
of local ordinances.
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Next comes what Ponomarev called ‘‘the
torture camps’’: a re-emerging gulag of some
50 prison colonies, closed to the outside
world, where prisoners are subjected to sys-
tematic violence and abuse. Ponomarev’s
group has documented these practices in
photographs and videos smuggled out of the
camps, many of which are controlled by the
same officials or clans that managed them in
the Soviet era.

Finally, there is the legal persecution of
those who report such truths. On Friday,
state prosecutors brought criminal charges
against Ponomarev himself, claiming that he
had slandered Gen. Yuri Kalinin, the head of
the prison camp system. Ponomarev’s travel
documents were also revoked; his lawyers be-
lieve he is being punished for speaking out in
the United States.

“It seems to me that a country that is a
member of the G-8,”” the group of rich de-
mocracies that Russia was allowed into a
decade ago, ‘‘cannot afford to have political
prisoners and to have torture in its prison
camps,”” Ponomarev said to me. It also
shouldn’t be allowed to prosecute human
rights activists who try to promote the rule
of law. Medvedev ought to be asked by Presi-
dent Bush and other Western leaders to ex-
plain how his talk of ending ‘‘legal nihilism”
squares with the charges against
Ponomarev—before the new president gets
his first invitation to a G-8 summit.

——

A TRIBUTE TO PASTOR EMERITUS
A.D. THOMAS

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Pastor Emeritus A.D. Thomas,
who is celebrating more than 50 years in the
ministry.

Pastor Thomas began serving in the min-
istry in the late 1950s at Saint Matthew Baptist
Church in Merced, California. In 1966, he was
called to be pastor of Lincoln Avenue Baptist
Church in Pasadena, where he ministered for
28 years, until his retirement in 1994.

Under Pastor Thomas’ leadership at Lincoln
Avenue Baptist Church, many milestones were
achieved. A few of the landmark achievements
include the purchase of the church’s sur-
rounding property, construction of a new sanc-
tuary and the A.D. Thomas Educational Cen-
ter and the incorporation of Lincoln Avenue
Baptist Church.

Many youth-oriented programs were created
under Pastor Thomas’ guidance, including a
scholarship ministry, BEST after-school pro-
gram, children’s church, vacation bible school,
youth choir, and Baptist Youth Fellowship.
Other programs created during his tenure
were the Nurses Guild, food outreach—cloth-
ing ministry, the Board of Christian Education,
the transportation department, and new mem-
bership ministry. Pastor Thomas has also
given generously of his time and experience to
many community and church-affiliated organi-
zations, such as the Interdenominational Min-
isterial Alliance.

Pastor Thomas and his wife, Dr. Sandra
Thomas, long-time Altadena residents, have
three children, Michael, Vincent, and Rosalyn,
and six grandchildren.

| ask all Members of Congress to join me in
congratulating Pastor Emeritus A.D. Thomas
for his lifetime commitment to religious serv-
ices and the betterment of the community.
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